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“did not send me to baptize...”

| mentioned last month that we were going to have a more evangelistic push this month.
Much of our energy has been put into the building that we decided to make more of an effort cen-
tered on the new location. For that effort we selected one Sunday morning to hand out material
around the building before Bible class. Many of the members showed up early to pass out the infor-
mation.

Near the building is a large intersection. Cara and | took one side of this intersection head-
ing literature through windows to any one that would take it. Busses would come by and we would
hand the information through the windows. Something | learned very quickly is that if I have only a
few in my hand rather than the whole stack people would take them faster. There is something
about the scarcity of an item that makes it more attractive. However, these salesman tactics didn’t
get the gospel in every hand. Satan is here also, selling his lies.

| have been helping a few people learn English using the Bible. My newest student and |
were reading through | Corinthians and | came across something that struck me as odd. In chapter
1 verse 17 Paul says, “For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with
words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.” That is odd because it
seems to be in contrast to what we have called “the Great Commission” of Matthew 28:18-20,
“baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Some may say that Paul was given a special charge by Christ of which we have no record.
We do know that he did baptize (1 Cor 1:16) and that he taught that it was essential for salvation
(Rom 6:4; Col 2:12). Others say that he was trying to elevate the importance of the cross and
Christ’s sacrifice over the other issues they were having in Corinth. A third option is that part of
Paul’'s work was simply to get the message out about the cross and it's power to save. We are
some times discouraged because we feel we have not baptized enough people. We should not be
slack in our efforts, but we can take comfort in knowing that entrance to heaven is not bought with
a quota of baptisms. If we are truly obedient and love the things that God loves it will naturally lead
to a desire to teach and convict people of the truth. It is this motivation that compels people to go to
great lengths to teach, exhort and convict; but we should not feel less prepared for heaven be-
cause people exercised their God given right to say no to Christ.

We need to live and work so that at the end of our days of service here we can say, “l have
fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day,
and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.” (2 Tim 4:7,8)
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Happy 2010! This year began with an adventure on New Year's
day. We traveled about 4 hours and saw more of the countryside
of Paraguay. We ended up at Salto Suizo and enjoyed the beau-
tiful waterfall. The second week of January the church hosted a
VBS. The Paraguayan ladies coordinated the activities and
taught the children. It was great! We had an average of about 20
kids attend. These past few weeks, | have been busy with pre-
paring the children to attend the Paraguayan schools. We will
continue to home school as well, but this opportunity is excellent
for the kids to learn Spanish and make friends.

Shopping for school supplies is so different here! For example,
normally in the states you might pay a book fee and bring in ma-
terials for the classroom, but most of the educational materials
are purchased by the school. Here, | was given a three page list
for the kids and was sent off on a "seek and find". | had to buy all
of their books, which were conveniently at 5 different locations all
over the city, and find uniforms that are also at various locations.

It was definitely a learning experience,
not to mention a lot of new Spanish vo-
cabulary for me!l

Right now we are anxiously awaiting
our teammates Troy and Andrea Sprad-
lin to arrive on January 30th. They will
be joining the work here for a commit-
ment of 5 years. Thank you for your
prayers as we continue to adjust and
settle.

January Highlights

Lady baptized: In the first week of January Blanca Acosta was baptized. Her daughter Griselda
was baptized last year. They have been here every Sunday since.

VBS: The VBS was a success for several reasons. We had a good number of kids attend. It was
all done by the Paraguayans. Myriam began attending and has been faithful every Sunday and
Wednesday. Pray that her heart is open to the gospel.

Troy and Andrea Spradlin arrive:  They are here! A little late (almost 2 days) because of TAM
but they here and ready to work. Praise God for the gift of friendship.




