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“We are here!” 
The first month has been great!  The trip down was un 
eventful; there were no long delays and all our baggage 
with its contents made it safely.  We arrived at a good 
time.  Perry Hardin, one of the team members, married 
Alba Patino.  It was a beautiful wedding and we were 
thankful we were able to attend. Our first Sunday wor-
ship was also the congregation’s 5th year anniversary.  
We started our language studies the following Monday 
and signed up to get our cell phone service turned on.  It 
was a busy first few days. 
 

The language studies have been going well.  We sit and 
talk with our teacher, she speaks no English, for three hours a day.  We have been having conver-
sations. They have been a mixture of Spanish and make shift sign, but it works.  My first blunder. 
We were at the food court in the mall ordering Chinese and I pointed to the chicken and asked for 
perro (dog) instead of pollo.  The lady smiled and understood what I meant.  It was ironic that I did 
that at a Chinese food restaurant.    

Our primary focus has been learning Spanish and settling in.  We have been looking for a place to 
rent since we arrived.  The team members have been very helpful.  We found a duplex just outside 
the city in a quiet neighborhood.  It is a secure house that we can feel safe in and make a home.  
We have also been looking for a car.  We talked to a man that the team uses to purchase and 

maintain vehicles.  He took the criteria we gave him and had his 
contact look for a car.  He was able to find a car for us.  So if all 
goes well we should have a vehicle in the next couple of weeks.  It 
takes a lot of paper work to get a car transferred into another per-
son’s name.   
 

We were able to get our driver’s license.  The only tests we took 
were blood tests for our blood type.  They drive on the correct side 
of the road.  To get an image of the driving think downtown Miami 
with a lot of horn and you will be close.  
 

 Please continue to keep us in your prayers.  
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Comments from Cara  
Wow, What a month!  So many things to write about but I have 
to choose just a few.  We arrived on September 2nd and have 
been busy with language school, house hunting, appliance 
shopping, car hunting, health insurance, drivers licenses, and 
getting familiar with the city.  I have taken more taxi rides this 
month than I have in my whole life.  We found a place to rent af-
ter being here about 3 weeks!  We are enjoying our own space 
since we have been “homeless” since April while traveling on 
fund-raising efforts. We have limited furniture, but enough to get 
by until our shipping container arrives sometime in February.  
The kids are noticing all 
kinds of new things.  Josiah 
notices lots of things 
around the city and asks 
lots of questions!  Vivian is 

talking to everyone and they are just smiling at her and look-
ing around for someone to translate. Josiah is shy as usual.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are getting used to the grocery stores and some 
of the Paraguayan favorite cuisines.  However, I 
have not attempted cooking any of those on my own 
just yet.   
Everything is new and exciting!  Thank you for pray-
ing for our adjustments!  So far all is well!   
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September Highlights  
 

Women’s Retreat: Was held in the country side about an hour away. There were 17 ladies that 
attended. The topic of study was perseverance. 
 

Men’s Retreat: Was held in the neighboring town of Fernando De La Mora. There were 18 men in 
attendance. We discussed  the future of the church and studied church organization and church 
discipline. 
 

Brittnea Dye returns to the U.S.: She has been in Paraguay for the last three years. She  
returned to Tennessee on the 30th.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading the notes in the airport that 
Palm Beach Lakes sent with us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trying a milk shake at a  hamburger and 
shake  restaurant.  I call it “Steak and 

Shake” Paraguayan style. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The kids coloring at their “desks” in the new house.  


